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	Grad2Teach – NCFE Level 4 Applied Teaching Practices
Wk 8: Understanding the ethical responsibilities of a teacher 
(Parts 1 & 2 on this document)



	Trainee Name:
	
	Week Number:
	8

	Date:
	
	Focus Topic: Part 1
	AO2/7.0/7.1Understand the ethical responsibility of a teacher and being pillars of the wider community



You are required to complete two short entries in the style of a learning journal on the topic of coaching and mentoring. The first should focus on how they are different but how both contribute to building effective professional relationships in schools.

Top Tips for Using This Journal:
1. Keep within the suggested word count (approx. 350–500 words).
2. Write in clear, short sentences.
3. Use focused paragraphs with a clear topic sentence.
4. Avoid jargon unless you explain it.
5. Keep all examples professional and confidential (no pupil or staff surnames).
6. Declare any use of ChatGPT/AI if it has supported your work (AI Use Declaration Form required).
PART 1
Key Assessment Objectives
AO1 7.0 Understand the ethical responsibility of a teacher and being pillars of the wider community 
AO1 7.1 Examine the ethical responsibility of a teacher and their key role in the wider community. 

Possible structure
1 - Introduction 
· Explain what ethics are
· What does “ethical responsibility” mean in a professional context?
· Why is teaching considered a public profession?

2 - Ethical Codes and Public Trust
Explain the purpose of professional codes 
· How do codes inspire public confidence?
· Why must ethics be internalised rather than merely followed?

3 - Teachers as Pillars of the Community 
· Discuss teachers as role models and moral agents.
· How does my behaviour influence pupils and families?
· How do I demonstrate tolerance and integrity in practice?
· What harm must I actively avoid (non-maleficence)? 
· Consider how teachers shape community values through everyday decisions.

4 - Personal Reflection and Professional Growth
· Reflect on how you will embody ethical principles.
· Identify one area for continued development (e.g., moral courage, impartiality).
· Conclude with your understanding of teaching as a position of trust.
Good luck!
Start here:
	Click here to type...



PART 2
	Trainee Name:
	
	Week Number:
	8

	Date:
	
	Focus Topic: Part 2
	AO2/8.0/8.1 Understand the importance of developing professional characteristics and ethics when working in an educational setting




Key Assessment Objectives
AO1 8.0 Understand the importance of developing professional characteristics and ethics when working in an educational setting
AO1 8.1 Analyse the importance of developing key professional characteristics and ethics
Keep within the suggested word count (approx. 500–750 words).
Possible structure
1. Introduction 
· Define professional characteristics (integrity, competence, commitment, accountability).
· Why are ethics foundational to professionalism in education? Why must professional ethics go beyond compliance?

2. The Role of Professional Codes 
· Analyse the function of the Teachers’ Standards as both public assurance and professional benchmark.
· Discuss how codes:
· Make values explicit/provide accountability/guide decision-making in dilemmas
· Critically reflect: Are codes alone sufficient? Why must they be internalised?
Think about:
· What happens when ethics are treated as procedural rather than principled?
· How do codes protect both teachers and pupils?

3. Key Professional Characteristics 
Analyse some of these professional principles:
· Intellectual integrity (commitment to truth)
· Moral courage (challenging wrongdoing)
· Altruism (acting in pupils’ best interests)
· Impartiality (fairness and equity)
· Collegiality and partnership (working ethically with others)
· Vigilance (ongoing professional responsibility)
Discuss how these characteristics:
· Build trust/support safeguarding/promote inclusion and tolerance/strengthen school culture

4. Ethical Decision-Making in Practice 
· Reflect on potential dilemmas (confidentiality, bias, safeguarding concerns).
· Discuss beneficence (doing good) and non-maleficence (avoiding harm).
· Analyse how ethical professionalism protects vulnerable learners.

Good luck!
Start here:
	Click here to type...
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