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	Grad2Teach – NCFE Level 4 Applied Teaching Practices
Wk3/ILJ: AO2 – Creating a
Positive Learning Environment (Part 2)



	Trainee Name:
	
	Week Number:
	3

	Date:
	
	Focus Topic:
	Wk3: How do teachers create a positive learning environment?



You are required to complete the second of two entries in the style of a learning journal on how teachers create a positive learning environment which is conducive to pupil progress.

Top Tips for Using This Journal:
1. Keep within the suggested word count (approx. 500-750 words).
2. Write in clear, short sentences.
3. Use focused paragraphs with a clear topic sentence.
4. Avoid jargon unless you explain it.
5. Keep all examples professional and confidential (no pupil or staff surnames).
6. Declare any use of ChatGPT/AI if it has supported your work (AI Use Declaration Form required).
Key Assessment Objectives: AO2 Skill Area 1: Creating a Positive Learning Environment
AO2.1.0: Understand the importance of creating a culture of trust, mutual respect and positive attitudes in a learning environment that supports all pupils to succeed
· AO2/1.3 Analyse the effectiveness of strategies used to create a positive, safe, predictable, respectful and stimulating learning environment when observing expert colleagues
· AO2/1.4 Analyse a range of strategies that protect and motivate pupils, encouraging behaviour for learning and emotional self-regulation when observing expert colleagues

Recommended Structure
Focus: Creating a Positive Learning Environment
Entry 1: Creating a Culture of Trust and Respect
Focus on AO2.1.0 and AO2/1.3
You should:
· Briefly describe the context of the lesson or learning environment observed.
· Identify strategies used by the expert colleague to create:
· Trust
· Mutual respect
· Predictability and safety
· Analyse how these strategies:
· Support positive attitudes to learning
· Help pupils feel secure and ready to learn
· Contribute to a calm, respectful classroom climate
You may consider:
· Classroom routines and expectations
· Teacher language and tone
· Consistency in behaviour management
· Relationships between teacher and pupils

Entry 2: Promoting Behaviour for Learning and Emotional Self-Regulation
Focus on AO2/1.4
You should:
· Identify strategies used to protect and motivate pupils.
· Analyse how these strategies encourage:
· Positive behaviour for learning
· Emotional regulation and self-control
· Pupil independence and resilience
You may include examples such as:
· Use of praise, recognition, or rewards
· Calm responses to challenging behaviour
· Supportive interventions or de-escalation strategies
· Teaching pupils how to manage emotions or transitions
Explain why these strategies are effective, not just what was done.
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