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	Grad2Teach – NCFE Level 4 Applied Teaching Practices
Wk5/AO2 ILJ: Learning how to support pupils
with a range of additional needs


	Trainee Name:
	
	Week Number:
	5

	Date:
	
	Focus Topic:
	Wk5: Learning how to support pupils with a range of additional needs



This is an ILJ which reflects upon the strategies and techniques we can draw upon to support a wide variety of children’s different needs. It’s always useful to speak to different parents and teachers to build up a repertoire of ideas for how to adapt your teaching as well as read useful articles by credible researchers like the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) to keep your knowledge and practice current.

Top Tips for Using This Journal:
1. Keep within the suggested word count (approx. 300-500 for Examine/500-750 words for Analyse – NB: there are 3x examine tasks here)
2. Write in clear, short sentences.
3. Use focused paragraphs with a clear topic sentence.
4. Avoid jargon unless you explain it.
5. Keep all examples professional and confidential (no pupil or staff surnames).
6. Declare any use of ChatGPT/AI if it has supported your work (AI Use Declaration Form required).
Key Assessment Objectives
AO2 3.0: Understand that pupils have different needs and learn how to support pupils with a range of additional needs
 
· AO2: 3.1 Examine how pupils develop physically, socially and intellectually in different ways and the factors that might inhibit learning
· AO2: 3.2 Examine the needs of pupils in the trainee’s class or year group in their placement school
· AO2: 3.3 Examine the differing backgrounds of pupils in the placement school and the factors that may shape engagement and learning
Recommended Structure
What You Need to Do
(AO2/3.1)
You are expected to consider:
· Physical development
(e.g. fine/gross motor skills, stamina, coordination, sensory needs)
· Social development
(e.g. communication, peer relationships, emotional regulation)
· Intellectual (cognitive) development
(e.g. language acquisition, memory, reasoning, attention)
“Examine” means showing understanding and comparison, not just listing roles.
(AO2/3.2) – This involves the following: 
1. Identify key pupil needs
These might include:
· SEND (with or without EHCPs)
· EAL learners
· High prior attainers
· Pupils working below age-related expectations
· SEMH needs
· Pupils requiring additional pastoral support
Avoid naming pupils—refer to them collectively or anonymously.
2. Examine how these needs present in learning
(AO2/3.3) This involves the following:
1. Identify different backgrounds
These may include:
· Socio-economic background
· Cultural or ethnic background
· Family structure
· Home learning environment
· Language spoken at home
· Community context
2. Examine influencing factors
Explain how backgrounds may affect:
· Attendance and punctuality
· Access to resources
· Parental engagement
· Confidence and self-esteem
· Attitudes towards education
· Behaviour and classroom participation

3. Analyse impact on engagement and learning
Start here:
(All entries have a word count of 350-500 words each
(AO2/3.1) 
	Click here to type...



(AO2/3.2) 
	Click here to type...



(AO1/3.3) 
	Click here to type...
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