AO2 Main Assignment – Good Lesson v1/03-02-26

“What does a good lesson look like and how do you ensure that your learning environment and lessons are inclusive to all ability levels and learner types?”

	Essay question: 
	“What does a good lesson look like and how do you ensure that your learning environment and lessons are inclusive to all ability levels and learner types?”


	Word count
	1500 words with 10% over allowance


	Assessment objectives -
	AO2: 1.1,1.2, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 4.1, 5.1, 5.2, 6.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 8.1


	Purpose of the essay
	This essay requires you to:
· Define and evaluate what a good lesson is made of
· Explain how inclusive learning environments and lessons are created
· Demonstrate understanding of pupil diversity, pedagogy, behaviour, and subject knowledge
· Critically reflect on observations of experienced colleagues
· Link educational theory to practical classroom application

Your writing should be analytical, informed by evidence, and reflective, rather than descriptive. It should also draw on your experience on placement and be as specific to your own school/your own teaching experience and observations as possible – this, rather than general commentary, will be of much greater use to your professional development as a teacher.


	How should I structure my essay?
	You can structure your essay however you see fit. Below is an example structure that you may find helpful.

	Section
	Approx.Words

	Introduction
	150–200

	Section 1: Positive Learning Environment
	300–350

	Section 2: Understanding & Supporting Pupils’ Needs
	300–350

	Section 3: Teaching & Learning Approaches
	250–300

	Section 4: Secure Subject Knowledge
	200–250

	Conclusion

	150–200




	Introduction
	· Define “a good lesson”
· Introduce inclusivity as a key component of a good lesson
· Briefly outline the key areas the essay will explore


	Section 1: Creating a Positive & Inclusive Learning Environment

(Criteria: 1.1, 1.2, 2.1, 2.2)

	This section should explore why environment matters and how it is created.

You might want to think about: 
· Relationships and trust between teacher and pupils (1.1)
· Modelling behaviour (1.2)
· How have you created predictability and safety within your learning environment? (2.1)
· What strategies have you used to motivate and enable pupils to self-regulate emotionally? (2.2)
You may wish to include: 
· References to behaviour frameworks, theories or theorists where appropriate
· An analysis of why observed strategies are/were effective, not just what was done
· How behaviour management and inclusive access to learning are linked


	Section 2: Understanding and Supporting Pupils’ Needs
(Criteria: 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 4.1)

	You might want to think about: 
· The differences in pupils’ physical, social, emotional, and cognitive development (3.1)
· Identifying specific needs within your placement context (3.2)
· The impact of pupils’ backgrounds (e.g. socio-economic, cultural, EAL) on engagement (3.3)
· What planning and delivery strategies have you used to enable all pupils to access learning? (4.1)

You may wish to include: 
· Examples such as SEND, EAL, high prior attainers, or pupils with SEMH needs
· How lesson design removes barriers to learning
· A discussion about the link between adaptive teaching and inclusion and how this is done effectively


	Section 3: Teaching and Learning Approaches
(Criteria: 5.1, 5.2, 6.1)

	You might want to think about: 
· A range of teaching approaches (e.g. modelling, questioning, retrieval practice) (5.1)
· Evaluating the strategies observed in experienced colleagues’ lessons (5.2)
· Which approaches have you found to be effective when planning and delivering your plan? (6.1)
· Why certain approaches support inclusion and progress
· Comparing different strategies 
· Linking pedagogy to pupil outcomes and engagement


	7. Section 4: Secure Subject Knowledge & Curriculum Access
(Criteria: 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 8.1)

	This section explains how teacher expertise underpins inclusive teaching.
You might want to think about: 

· Identifying and addressing misconceptions (7.2)
· The importance of sequencing, chunking, and pitch (7.3)
· The role of secure subject knowledge in enabling progress for all learners (7.4)
· Give examples of how you have pitched your secure subject knowledge in your lessons/learning experiences to enable pupils to make good progress (8.1)

Other things to consider including: 
· Examples of how expert teachers adapt explanations
· Why subject knowledge supports confidence and clarity – and how
· Links between curriculum access and inclusion


	8. Conclusion


	In your conclusion:

· Revisit your definition of a good lesson
· Summarise how environment, inclusion, pedagogy, and subject knowledge complement each other
· Reinforce that inclusive teaching is intentional, planned, and reflective
· Avoid introducing new ideas










Remember:
· Use formal academic tone
· Reference educational theory and policy where appropriate
· Write in the third person, unless reflective commentary is required
· Link theory ↔ observation ↔ practice
· Ensure all criteria are clearly addressed across sections

Final reminders/checklist before handing in: 
✔ All specified criteria are addressed
✔ Observations are analysed, not described
✔ Inclusion is embedded throughout, not isolated
✔ Theory supports practical examples
✔ Word count within ±10%
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