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Guidance for Completing Your Study Group Learning Form – Professional Values


What do we mean by “concepts”?

In this context, concepts refer to key ideas or approaches to teaching and learning that were discussed during the study group. These are pedagogical principles that help teachers make informed decisions when planning lessons and learning activities.
In this session, we explored ideas linked to professionalism in teaching – including the responsibilities teachers have, the importance of professional judgement, and the impact teachers can have on pupils, the wider school community and society as a whole.
Examples of concepts discussed include:
· Teaching as a profession rather than “just a job”
· Developing a professional identity and modelling positive behaviour
· Professional standards and non-negotiables
· Legal, ethical, and moral responsibilities
· Understanding how personal values or morals can influence professional decision-making
· Reflecting carefully before making professional judgements
· Accountability within the teaching profession
· Professional conduct inside and outside school
· Safeguarding and maintaining professional boundaries
· The impact that teachers can have on pupils’ confidence, motivation and wellbeing
· Building professional relationships with pupils, colleagues, and parents/carers
· The importance of professional communication and collaboration
· The importance of seeking guidance and support when facing professional challenges



Your concept does not need to be completely new. It may be something that:
· You already knew but now understand more deeply
· Has changed how you think about lesson planning or classroom activities

What should your reflection show?

Your response should demonstrate that you can:
· Identify a key pedagogical idea from the session
· Explain what it means
· Reflect on how it influences your teaching
· Apply it to a specific lesson or learning experience

Tip: Be specific. Explain (a) how you would apply the concept to teach a specific topic or lesson within a topic or at a particular point in a scheme of work to teach a skill or new knowledge and (b) why you think it would help pupils to make better progress.
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